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The Albert Einstein Institution
Mission Statement
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In August 1991, street blockades,
massive demonstrations, and
noncooperation in the military were
dominant factors in defeating an
attempted coup in the Soviet
Union. Here, a crowd of about
100,000 people march through Red
Square in celebration of the coup's
defeat.

ing and use of nonviolent sanctions to advance group interests in conflicts

worldwide. Nonviolent sanctions are nonviolent forms of struggle that
aim to undermine the opponents’ social, economic, political, and military power
by withholding or withdrawing the opponents’ sources of support.

Over the next five years this mission will be pursued in three ways: first, by
encouraging scholarship on nonviolent sanctions, information collection, and
analysis by qualified researchers; second, by disseminating the results of this
research in books, monographs, articles, and other public media and forums; and
third, by interacting with protagonists of existing conflicts in order to share with
them practical insights about the applicability of nonviolent sanctions to their
specific situations. Such consultation could include both sides in a conflict, or
only the side considered more likely to prevent violence and support freedom,
justice, and peace.

While other organizations focus on conflict resolution or peace studies, the
Institution is at the forefront of the strategic study of nonviolent sanctions as a tool
of conflict. This approachis free from religious, ideological, and ethical imperatives.
That is what makes the Institution unique and necessary in today’s world. The
remarkable political and economic gains achieved by nonviolent means in recent
years have created a singular opportunity for the Institution to increase further the
frequency and scope of nonviolent sanctions in future conflicts.

In furtherance of its mission, the Institution plans to become the center of an
international network of researchers, leaders, policy analysts, and citizens interested
in alternatives to violence. It intends to fund and conduct definitive scholarship
on how nonviolent resistance movements succeed and on how more effective
forms might provide realistic policy options in place of violence and war. The
Institution will also strive to educate the world about this technique, in order that
it may be more effectively deployed in the most difficult conflict situations.

— May 1990

T he mission of the Albert Einstein Institution is to expand the understand-
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Message from the President

“Our goal is to keep
strategic nonviolent
conflict at the top of
the international
agenda.”

Christopher Kruegler
President

president of the Albert Einstein Institution in March 1991, my

colleagues at Harvard gave me a beautiful globe. It stands in my
office now as an eloquent reminder of how much the world has changed in some
areas, and yet how little it has changed in others.

It shows a Germany still divided and a Soviet Union and a Yugoslavia still
intact. It depicts some thirty fewer democracies than our most optimistic observ-
ers can now count. And on it Burma is still named Burma, not Myanmar, as the
present dictatorship calls it. On the other hand, my globe shows a South Africa
marred by so-called homelands, which continue in existence today. The swatch
of color separating the Occupied Territories from Israel, not surprisingly, is
unidentified. And the borders of the Baltic states appear far more certain than
their citizens and leaders know them to be.

What has changed, for certain, is that the Cold War and bipolarism no longer
dominate our perspective. Consequently, we live in a time when the need for
creative work to redefine our condition and address the most pressing human
concems is at an absolute premium.

One grim reality that has not changed, however, is that the real and present
danger of political violence, with all its attendant horrors, persists throughout
our world. A fifth of humanity still lives under a brutal communist autocracy,
however short-lived it may turn out to be. Efforts to relieve starvation, disease,
and disaster are impeded by continuing political and military conflicts. The
“new world order,” after the tug-of-war over its content and meaning is through,
may or may not provide humanity with a new bulwark against violent oppres-
sion. It may tumn out to be a long way from the decline of authoritarian

When I left the Harvard Program on Nonviolent Sanctions to become




The revival of nonviolent mass
action in South Africa in the 1980s
led to significant gains by the anti-
apartheid movement. Here, a
group of women in downtown
Johannesburg rejoice upon hearing
President F.W. de Klerk's February
1990 announcement that he had
unbanned the African National
Congress and would release
Nelson Mandela from prison.

““People power’ is
now literally a
household word.

No important conflict
in the world can be
approached or
explained without
some attention to

the role of nonviolent
action.”
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communism to the advent of a global system of capitalism with a human face.

Here at the Albert Einstein Institution, another dramatic change is that we
no longer find it necessary to make a case for the relevance of nonviolent
methods in conflict. “People power” is now literally a household word. No
important conflict in the world can be approached or explained without some
attention to the role of nonviolent action.

A harder challenge remains, however. We must learn to speak with far
greater clarity and precision than we have until now about the likely power of
nonviolent alternatives in ongoing situations of chronic and acute violence.
Where victories for democracy and human rights have been achieved, we need,
without hesitation, to deepen, safeguard, and institutionalize those gains. Where
nonviolent means have been used to restore civil society, those means must be
understood, preserved, and entrenched in ways that will empower society to
renew, defend, and extend itself.

To participate in this work is both daunting and thrilling. Our programs over
the past two years have involved us in national defense debates in the Baltics;
exploration of the revival of nonviolent mass action in South Africa; and
research, education, and consulting activities in a number of other conflict areas
around the world.

Our goal is to keep strategic nonviolent conflict at the top of the interna-
tional agenda. With your interest and support, I'm confident that we will achieve
that goal. As our friend, mentor, and colleague Gene Sharp said in a 1977 lecture
that brought many of us into the field, “this is the new realism, rooted in history,
building on human potential, charting a course for the reconstruction of human

society.”



